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PREFACE. 


BELIEVE every impartial Reader 
who confiders the following Diſcourſe 
in a proper Light will be very far from 
being offended at any little Redundances 
that may appear: They will confider it 
as a Diſcourſe deliver d Extempore, ta- 
ken in Short-Hand not only unempectedly 
but unknown to the Author; and, I am 
perſuaded, better pleas d with the plain 
Language of the Heart influenced by 
Divine Love, than all the Flowers of 
Oratory or labour d Periods calculated 
to pleaſe the Ear. 


As the Tendency of this Sermon is t0 
inculcate Piety, to incite Mankind to 
dedicate themſelves to the Service of the 
Supreme Being, to wean their Aſfecti- 
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ons from Things below and fix them on 


thoſe above, which alone are permanent; 
and as thoſe Duties are herein recom- 


mended in a very Pathetick Manner, 
tis hop d that every conſiderate Reader 
will give it its due Weight; and if any 
reap an Advantage thereby, ſo as 15 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth as it 


is in Jxsus CHRIS TH made manifeſt in 


the Hearts of Men, and ſubmit to its 
Virtue, Power and Operation, it will 
doubtleſs anſwer the Defire of the Au- 
thor, 


Joxa 
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8 ER M ON. 


HILE I fat ſilent in this 
Aſſembly, the Reſolution of a 
certain good man which is left upon 
record appearing in my view As 
Ja little conſider d it, it ſeem'd to 
be my buſineſs to revive it in your re- 
membrance, and leave it to your con- 


ſideration with ſome Remarks thereon. 
| \ 


TR Reſolution was that of Foſbua 
when the people of 1/rael, over whom 
he then preſided by Divine Appoint- 
ment, were aſſembled together. He 
took that opportunity to recount to 
them, (though ſomewhat briefly) the 
many Favours and Bleſſings that the 
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Author of their Being had in a ſort 


of a. particular manner conferred on 
them; endeavouring to ſet before them 


the ohli igations they were thereby 
laid under, to the Author of thoſe 
Favours, and Bleſlings they had re- 
ceived, he proceeds with expreſſions 
to this purpoſe -—-- Chooſe you this day 
whom you will ſerve, whether the Gods 
which your Fathers ſerved, that were 
on the other fide of the Flood, or the 


Gods of the Amorites in whoſe land ye 


dwell: but as for me and my houſe, we 
will ſerve the LoxD. As for me and 


my houſe, we will ſerve the Logp. You 


will allow, my Brethren, I am per- 
ſuaded, if you conſider this matter ſe- 
rioully, that it was a Noble Reſolution. 
A Reſolution well becoming ſo Great 
and Good a Man; and therefore cer- 
tainly very worthy of our imitation. I 
ſay, certainly worthy of our imitati- 
on. If we review the Dealings of 
GOD with us, (ſome of us from our 
youth to an advanc'd age) on ſuch a 
Review we can ſcarce fail of finding 


ſuf- 
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ſufficient cauſe to admit, that we are 
laid under the greateſt obligation, not 
only to the nating ſuch a Reſolution, 
but likewiſe to the keeping of it. And 
allow me to ſay, that haſty Reſolutions - 
imprudently and inconſiderately taken, 
are ſomewhat of the nature of Vows, 
which ought in prudence to be avoid- 
ed. But as to Joſbua's Reſolution (be- 
fore mention d) there is certainly no- 
thing that is more becoming rational 
creatures. That Divine BEING that 
made us hath placed us in this lower 
world in a ſtate of Probation, and 
hath heaped a variety of Favours and 
Bleſſings upon us, far beyond our 
Merits. We muſt needs allow this if 
we conſider the matter rightly. 


Ir becomes then needful for us to re- 
flect, what uſe is made of thoſe Bleſs- 
ings? What uſe is made of thoſe Fa- 
vours, that in ſuch a plentiful manner 
have been heaped upon us from time 
to time? Are we dedicating them all 

A 2 to 
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to the ſervice of Gop? Have we taken 
up that Reſolution, and refolv'd to keep 


it too, that according to the Abilities 
he is pleas'd to favour us with (what- 
ever courſe the reſt of mankind ſteer, 
or whatever meaſures they take) it {hall 
be our principal care, and the chief 
concern of our minds, to dedicate our- 


ſelves, and thoſe Bleſſings likewiſe, 


that Providence hath been plcas'd to 


confer upon us, to his faithful ſervice? 
But you will allow me to ſay, my Bre- 
thren, that ſuch of us, as on the con- 
trary, have, inſtead of conſidering ſe- 
riouſly, and frequently, the obliga- 
tions we lay under to GOD, for his 
Manifold Favours, and have rarely 


| look'd to the Hand of the Divins 
Dis PpOSER as concern'd in the ac- 


quiſition of them, but only conſider 


them as the Purchaſe of our Induſtry, 
or as the Fruit of our Prudence, Skill, 
or Good Management : Such Perſons, 
IT fay, put a manifeſt Slight on the 
Diſpenſer of all things. 


But 
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Bur ſuppoſing it to be the caſe, that 
thoſe acquirements were the mere effect 
of Human Prudence; yet let me aſk, 
whence proceeds this Skill, Induſtry 
and Good Management, but from the 
Author of our Beings? So that after all 
it muſt at laſt iſſue and terminate here. 
We are indebted to Gop for whatever 
we poſſeſs that conduceth to our wel- 
fare, and puts us in a capacity of being 
ſerviceable to others in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions. It is therefore a matter both of 
Prudence, and Piety, for us to take 
care that we look through all Gop's 
Gifts to the Giver, and never ſuffer 
any of them, whatever they are, to 
poſſeſs our minds too much, or en- 
groſs our affections, ſo as to captivate, 
and render us incapable of keeping 
ſuch a Good Reſolution, (if we have 
been brought to it) as that of Joſhua 
before mention'd. But if we have at 
certain times, in our more ſerious mo- 
cnts, been prevailed with to form ſuch 
a Reſolution from a view of its not 
only 


[6] 


only being our Duty, but our real In. 
tereſt, and yet after all have ſuffer 
any of thoſe Gifts to engroſs that room 
in our heatts, that belongs only to the 
Giver; then they become as Idols to 
us; and we, under that circumſtance, 
are properly denominated Ipor ares, 
and are uncapable of keeping ſuch a 
Reſolution, till we are diſentangled 
from this Yoke of Bondage. May 1 
therefore with Earneſtneſs urge, (in this 
our concluding meeting) the Advice 
which the Apoſtle formerly recom- 
mended, tho' only to a particular fort 
of mankind ----- Charge them that are 
Rich in this world---What to do? That 
they be not high minded. One would 
think, the nature of things conſidered, 
there ſhould be ſcarce any Neceſſity 
for ſuch a Charge, it mankind were 
but making a prudent uſe of thoſe 
Facultics that Gop is favouring them 
with; eſpecially to thoſe that the A- 
poſtle ſtileth Rich in this world; and 
chargeth his Son, to charge them, not 
to be High minded, There is none to 

whom 


8 5 ” x. Cas / av WS PS © 


T. A — "i ea 


1 

whom this expreſſion is applicable, 
and that conſider from whence thoſe 
Favours proceed, by which they are 
et above the common level of man- 
kind; I fay, none ſuch, but if they ſe- 
nouſly conſider, they muſt allow, that 
the More is beſtow'd on them, the 
Greater their Obligations are to the 
Giver: And conſequently, the more 
humbly thankful they ought be be. 
And it were well if our Humility in- 
creaſed, in proportion to the increaſe 
of the Favours of Gop, beſtowed upon 
us. If this was the caſe, then none 
of thoſe Bleſſings and Favours that 
the DIVINE BEING confers upon us, 
would be abuſed; by the abuſe where- 
of, inſtead of becoming Bleſſings, they 
become Curſes to Mankind; and ſo 
conſequently, inſtead of being to their 
advantage, they frequently prove the 
reverſe. But all things work together 
for good to them that love Gop: to 
ſuch who have not only made ſuch 
a Reſolution as Joſbua, but are de- 
termin'd to KEEP it. And on the 
| other 


1 
other hand, by the rule of contrarig, 
it is reaſonable to conclude, that al 
things will work together for Evil, to 
them that are in the oppoſite Con- 
dition.-—--From whence it is reaſona- 
ble to infer, there is a great probahj- 
' lity, that thoſe Favours we ſhare in, 
will prove to our great diſadvantage, 
if our minds are not under a proper 
influence. Admitting this, my Bre- 
thren, let us conſider a little, and make 
Application of the matter to our ſelve, 
propoſing to our own Hearts, after ſe- 
parated one from another, theſe, or 
the like Queries: What Steps am! 
taking? What Courſe am I fteering? 
Am I reſolv'd, like Joſbua, to ſerve 
the LORD to make his Laws the 
Meaſure of my Conduct? and to ſteer 
according to the Knowledge he gives 
me? I ſay, let ſuch Queries take ſome 
place in our minds; and let us allow 
our ſelves time, rightly to conſider the 
matter; but there is great danger of 
our being partial to our ſelves, when I 
we bring our ſelves to Our O WN 
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TRIBUNAL, I fay, it 1s danger- 
ous, leſt we conclude, that the caſe is 
better with us than it really is. 
Wherefore to prevent this, let us pay 
adue regard to that Principle we have 


long profeſs d, and have had frequent 


recommendations to, as that which 
muſt render us capable of judging, in 
a Matter of ſuch Importance, even that 
Diving Lichr, by which all mankind 


are enlightened.---That WI NES s for 


GO D, placed in the Boſoms of all 


men: I fay, let us pay a due regard 


thereto, when we come to this Exami- 
nation; and at the ſame time, let us 
put up our requeſts to the Diving 


BEIN G, unto whom we are account- 


able, that he will not ſuffer us to be 
deceived, in a matter of ſuch Mo- 
ment; but open our minds, by the In- 
ſhining of his LIGHT, that we may 
have a right view of our Condition: 
and accordingly let us judge what 
Courſe we are ſteering whether we 
are conformable to the Will of GOD, 
and anſwering the End of our Being, 

| B 8 
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or Bets N wilt allow, my Priends 
brute: Courſe to take: 
'd&fire that all ſuch a- 
as believe we are chus fa- 
yore, by "he Author: of bar 
may pay 4 due regard: to the meaſure 
ef Dirt LiIo EHr, the Gift of the 
Hoff Srixfe, or of thè Grace we 
Hat received, that we may reap the 
benefit thereby intended to Jon? Giep 
tures 87 the I of 1 at 


s. 


7 there i 8 be ey Bear ade 
. pitzeſs, F fear, attends too man e 
Children of Men, O profeſs 4 Belief 
it ch a Principle, according tel the 
àccbufit thereof in the New Teſtament. 


tho” they believe 'whar they” profeſs to 
Wheve, © And why is it (61 They 
afe ſeldom a my but "ogy 
"abroad, - 
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Sour may query, what I mean by 
| "es ? I mean, they ſeldom inſpect 
© their own minds, but are gadding out 


after 


Ind what is that?* They dent ae 
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after the Vanities, Plcafures, and Pro- 
fits of the World. Theſe teo much 
angroſs their thoughts, ſo that they are 
ſeldom. af Hamme; ſeldom at-leifuxe to 
inſpect their own. breaſte, and. — — 
the ee which, by Divaxy PRS 
VIDENCE, © hey are there favour d with, 
Would but Mankind avaid och, Ex- 
treames, and be ſo wiſe, as equently, 
to inſpeck their au minds, and. bg 
ſeeking Acquaintance;with , 
his own, diſceyeries, and the, Reyelagiog 
of his Sr INA within them, there ng 
be ſome hopes, that Religion. we 
more, unwerfally proſper, being x: 
R its right Baſis. For allo). Ine, to 
fay, this is, the right Baſis of #rug Re: 
ligion, and that there is n other Way, 
to arrive at a Saving Knowledgę. of 
G O D, than, by the. Dilcoucriggghe 
makes of Himſelf, in the 


Mankind. 1 allow we. may, by f bn 
cxerciſing of our Rational Faculties, in 
a conſideration of the Objects of Senſe, 
be brought to an acknowledgment, 
that there muſt be a Divine Cauſe, 
1 1 a 
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an Omnipotent Being, that gave Be- 
ing to ſuch a Variety of Creatures as 
ſubſiſt in the Univerſe ; and, by whoſe 
over-ruling Providence, that — 
and Order is preſerved, which appears 

therein. Yet notwithſtanding this, 
there may be ſome, who are of the 


Number of thoſe, who (from a defire 


of its being ſo) have, as David long 
ſince obſerv d , ſaid in their hearts there 
75 u GOD. But certainly none but 
a fool can ſay fo; for as I have al- 
ready remark d, if a prudent Uſe is 
made of thoſe rations! Faculties we are 
favour'd with, in conſidering the works 
of Creation alone. even trom thence we 
are eaſily brought to an Acknowledg- 


ment, that there muſt be a Divine and 


Omnipotent Being. But what advan- 
tage reap we by this Acknowledgment, 
if we do not ſavingly know him? 


Wherefore, let us conſider the Advice 


of a wiſe and good Man, which is re- 
corded to have been given by him to 
his Son, when pretty near the cloſe of 
his life. And thou, Solomon ny Hon, 

know 
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lnow thou the Gop of thy Father, and 
ſerve him with a perfect heart, and 
willing mind: for the Lo RD ſearcheth 
all hearts, and — all tbe 
imaginations of the thoughts : if thou 
ſeek him, he will be found of thee : but 
if thou for/ake him, he will caſt thee of 
for ever.-—I ſay, let us ſeriouſly wei 
and conſider this pious Counſel, of a 
Good Father to his Son, and make 
ſome Application of it to ourſelves. 
Know thou the Gor of thy Father. — 
You will allow, my friends, that no 
other kind of Knowledge is more de- 
firable. This alone is the foundation 
of happineſs to mankind, and on which 
all farther advancement is to be laid. 
Know thou the GOD of thy Father. 
Are we defirous of ſuch a Knowledge? 
I have already hinted that there is nd 
other Way for us to come to the ſaving 
Knowledge of Gop, than by his own | 
diſcovery of himſelf in the Hearts of 
Mankind. And in order to our ob- 
taining this, I earneſtly defire we may 
be careful to guard againſt ſuffering 
Our 
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proſecuting this Knowledge, in the 


GOD; and then He-who takes notice 
and whoſe Love is univerſally extend- 


and anſwer our requeſts, by favouring 
us witli ſuch Diſcoveries, as Ne ſees to 


[14] 
our minds to be engroſs d by any thing 
here below, ſo as to divert us from 


way whereby it is to be attained. Let 
us be frequent in iniſpecting our on 
Minds, and applying to G0 D, with 
the Uemoſt Sincerity; that he will en- 
lighten them, and give the Diſcovery 
of HIMSELF to us, by his DIVINI 
Licnur : That He will open to our 
Underſtandings a Clear View, and 
give - us a Diſtinct Knowledge of the 
Courſe · we are to ſteer, in order to 
anſwer the End of our Being. Such 
ur employment of mind, it becomes 
us frequently to be found in towards 


of the Sincerity of his Workmanſhip, 


ed to them, will take notice of. us, 


be necdfut and convenient. 


. „ ! 


-- Bur then, my Brethren, allow me 
in the next place, Earneſtly to exhort 
2 5 you, 
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you, that your Obotiende 1 Fnoply 
keep pace with the Diſcoveries of the 
Will of GOD made to you: and that 
you likewiſe, be ſeeking after farther 
Diſcoveries of his Pleafure, and Mani- 
ſeſtations of his Willz in the Secret of 
your own Minds. Bor this ſeems to 
me to be the moſt likely Method for 
all of us te take that we may have rea- 
ſonable Grounds to hope for a gradual 
Advancement in the — and 
Reavour of our Divine Maker, who is 
frequently viſiting us by his Divine 
1e in. d 0 2 us on the 
vybt. Foundation. But if on the can 
trary, when we know Gon (as ſome 
did formerly). we don't Glorify Him 
25 ach- Wat they ? Then, it Rems 
reaſonable to expect, that we ſhall loſe 
the · Benefitꝭ uf thoſe Difeoveries ; and 
that our Faoliſb Haarig will be. again 
damned that Candle which the Lonxp 
was pleaſed'to light in our minds, Will 
be again, by our Folly and Imprudente, 
extinguffhed: Andi this be the. caſe, 
_— we really put a Bar in our-0wfi 
way, 


J 16 ] 
way, which prevents our proceedure in 
this Divine Knowledge and Experience, 


Li us therefore, my Friends, what- 
ever Difficulties we meet with, take 
care, that our Obedience keep pace 
with the Diſcoveries of the Will of 
Gop; even though he may require us 
to part with ſomething, that ſeems ſo 
interwoven with our Conſtitution, that 
it appears to be a Second-Nature to us, 
and it is like cutting off a right hand, 


or plucking out à right eye, to be di- 
V 


ed of it. Tho' this ſhould really 
be the Caſe (which I believe ſeveral of 
you, who are now my Audience, have 
known to have been yours, in the 
courſe of your Experience) yet let us 
not ſtartle at it; for it is better to en- 
ter into Life without that Hand, or 
that Eye, than by keeping of them to 
exclude our ſelves from the Divine Fa- 
vour. And you will allow me to ſay, 
That a ſatisfactory Evidence of that 
Favour, in our Boſoms, is infinitely 


more valuable than all the Treaſures 


of 


17 
of the Indies, or any other of thoſe 
Temporal Enjoyments, that mankind 
are ſo fooliſhly doting upon. 


Ax Evidence of the Divins Fa- 
vouUR, and Peace in our own Bosows, 
(which is the ſure conſequence of ha- 
ving a conſcience void of offence both to- 
ward Gop and toward men) is cer- 
tainly of the Greateſt Value and Im- 
portance, to the Human Race, render- 
ing them Happy here upon Earth, and 
giving a Fore-taſte bg a future Feli- 
city; for ſuch as are under a Divine 
Guidance, and Almighty Protection, 
can want nothing that the DIVIN E 
BEING ſees needful for them.-----Let 
me therefore again repeat, See that 
you take care, that your Obedience 
keep pace with the Diſcoveries of the 
Divine WIIL made to you. Take 
care, that you ſtartle at nothing that 
GOD lets you ſee you ought to part 
with, but readily comply with his Re- 
quirings : Yea, tho' ſome ſeeming In- 
conveniencies may attend this compli- 

| C ance, 


[18] 
ance, when you conſult with Fleſh 
and Blood, (thoſe Evil Counſellors.)— 
What fignifieth all this? The Favour 
of GOD makes amends for all your 
Loſſes ; and in Him you gain much 
more, and what is of infinitely greater 
value to you than all that you can part 
with for his ſake. — Wherefore ſtartle 
not at any of thoſe Difficulties; but 
dre up all, in a ſteady Obedience to 
the Will of G OD, diſcovered to you 
by his Diving LIGHT: — And let 


our Obedience keep pace with ſuch 


Diſcoveries, from Day to Day, that we 
may have reaſonable grounds to expect 


farther Manifeſtations of the Diving 


PLEASURE; and that we ſhall ad- 
vance in Strength 'and Stature, in a 
Religious Capacity. This we have rea- 
ſon to expect, from ſeveral paſſages in 
Sacred Writ, Unto every one that hath 
ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abun- 
dance. What Meaning put we upon 
this Expreſſion ?--- The Meaning ap- 
pears to me to be this : To him that 


hath made a proper Uſe of the may 
c 


49 

he hath already received, more ſhall 
be added; and he ſhall (in G O D's 
due T ime) have Abundance; or ſo 
much as the Author of his Being ſees 
needful, in order to anſwer the End 
ſor which he hath raiſed him up.— 
Wherefore, my Friends, if we will ad- 
vance in the Road to Happineſs, pray 
let this be our daily concern, even to 
ſeek Acquaintance with, or the Know- 
ledge of, the Will of G OD, in the 
Secret of our own minds; and to take 
care that we are tual to thoſe 
Diſcoveries he makes to us, that our 
Obedience may ſteadily keep pace with 
our Knowledge of his Will, from one 
time to another, that fo GOD may 
continue his Bleſſings with us. 


AN D if this be. the Caſe, that we 
thus demean ourſelves, we may .then 
rejoice, in humble hopes, that we ſhall 
_ thrive in the Vitals of, 15 Religion; f 
and in proportion to our Increaſe in 
Divine Knowledge, and Growth in 
Spiritual Underſtanding, we ſhall more 

| G2 | and 
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tinuance with, or ſervice to, them: 
For G OD can remove either Us from 
Them,' or Them from Us, when he 
pleaſeth. Wherefore to me it appears 
a very Great Folly for any to fix their 
affections ſo immoderately, or to dote 
ſo fondly, upon that which is really ſo 
uncertain, as to either its uſe or dura- 
tion. . 


Luxx us conſider ourſelves but as Pil- 
grims and Strangers in the Earth. 
We have no affurance of To-morrow, 
but are haſtening thro' Time to Eter- 
nity, and a little proviſion ſufficeth for 
our ſourney.——We ought therefore to 
have a Reaſonable and Chriſtian Indif- 
ferency to the reſt; and not ſuffer our 
minds to be too much employ” d in a 
purſuit of ſuch Tranſitory Enjoyments 
as theſe here below. They that will be 
Rich, {aid one--- What doch he mean 
by it? They that are reſolved to have 
Wealth on any terms, whether by mea- 


fures conſiſtent or inconſiſtent with the 


Flagſure of Gop.— What do they do? 
They 


[20] 
and more ſee the Vanity, Folly, ab 
Emptineſs of thoſe meaſures that man- 
kind are too generally taking. What 


meaſures are thoſe ?—They are doting 
upon the World, the Vanities, Toys, 


Trifles and Fopperies of it; and that 


in a manner very aner with ra- 
tional Beings. So that from the Obſer- 
vation of their Conduct, we may ſafe- 
ly conclude, that they act very incon- 
ſtent with Reaſon itſelf. For what 
Folly is it for Mankind to ſuffer their 
Hearts to be engroſs'd by what is not 
their own! what is only lent to them, 
and of which, at beſt, they are but 
Stewards | What Folly i is it, I fay, for 
any of them to dote thereon, contrary 
to the Apoſtle's Advice, Charge them 
that are Rich in this World, that they be 


not hi gh-minded, nor truſt in Una 


Riches, but in the LIVING G OD, Se. 
None but a Fool would put his 774, 
in them. Whoever have had their E- 
ducation in CnxisT's School, ſee the 
Vanity of placing their Confidence i in 
that which 1 is ſo uncertain as to its con- 

tinuance 
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1 
Great Importance, as daily to inſpect 


our Spiritual Concerns. 


MN of wiſdom and probity are 
wont at proper times to examine into 
the ſtate of their Temporal Affairs; 
and therein they do well. _— Surely 
then, it is abſolutely neceſſary, and 
conſiſtent with Wiſdom (in a matter 
of infinitely greater Moment and Im- 
portance to take the ſame Meaſures) to 
fate the Account between GO D and 
our Souls, and that daily too, becauſe 
we know not but that every Day may 
prove our laſt, and that we may have 
no more Opportunity for it. Let us 
therefore, with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs 
and Impartiality, conſider, how the caſe 
Hands between Gor and our ſelves; and 
try whether Ye are acting conformable 
to the Divine PLEASURE Whether 
We are (as I have already adviſed) fre- 
quent in ſeeking after farther Manifeſt- 
ations of his Will?---And whether We 
are putting ourſelves in the Right Road 
to receive them, by frequently waiting 


upon 


[22 ] 

— They fall into Temptation and a 
Snare, and into many fooliſh and burt. 
ful Luſts which drown Men in Perdi- 
tion. They run directly counter to 
the Will of GOD, and pierce them- 
Hane through with many leren, 


LerT us, 8 my Friends, 1 
a Chriſtian Indifferency to whatſoever 
is more than ſufficient for our Accom- 
modation in our way through Time to 
Eternity. Though we may be now in 
Health and in rh of Body, yet 
we know not but we may increaſe the 
number of the Dead to-mortow ; and 
we have cauſe to expect we ſhall be 
arraigned before the TrxisunaL of Di- 
VINE JUSTICE, #0 receive @ reward ac- 
cording to the Deeds done in theſe mortal 


Bodies. Wherefore, What manner of 


Perſons ought we to bel and what In- 
fluence ſhould our Chriſtian Principles 


have upon our Minds !—Are we all of 


us accountable to Gop for the Deeds 
done in the Body Let us then be ſo 

wiſe and — in an Affair of ſo 
a Great 


[ 22 ] 
— They fall into Temptation and a 
Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurt- 
Ful Lufts which drown Men in Perdi- 
tion. They run directly counter to 
the Will of GOD, and pierce them- 
ſelves through with my Jarrous. 


Ler us; therefore, my Frais "a 
a Chriſtian Indifferency to whatſoever 
is more than ſufficient for our Accom- 
 modation in our way through Time to 
Eternity. Though we may be now in 
Health and in Strength of Body, yet 
we know not but we may increaſe the 
number of the Dead to-morfow ; and 
we have cauſe to expect we ſhall be 
arraigned before the TrxizunaL of Di- 
VINE JUSTICE, 20 receive @ reward ac- 
cording to the Deeds done in theſe mortal 


Bodies. Wherefore, What manner of 


Perſons ought we to bel and what In- 


fluence ſhould our Chriſtian Principles 


have upon our Minds Are we all of 
us accountable to Gop for the Deeds 
done in the Body | Let us then be ſo 
wiſe 1 prudent in an Affair of ſo 
N | Great 
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Great Importance, as daily to inſpect 


our 1 2285 Concerns. 


Mx of wiſdom and probity are 
wont at proper times to examine into 
the ſtate of their Temporal Affairs; 
and therein they do well. Surely 
then, it is abſolutely neceſſary, and 
conſiſtent with Wiſdom (in a matter 
of infinitely greater Moment and Im- 
portance to take the fame Meaſures) to 
Pate the Account between GOD and 
our Souls, and that daily too, becauſe 
we know not but that every Day may 
prove our laſt, and that we may have 
no more Opportunity for it. Let us 
therefore, with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs 
and Impartiality, conſider, how the caſe 
fands between Gop and our ſelves; and 
try whether We are acting conformable 
to the Divine PLEASURE Whether 
We are (as I have already adviſed) fre- 
quent in ſeeking after farther Manifeſt- 
ations of his Will?---And whether We 
are putting ourſelves in the Right Road 
to receive them, by frequently waiting 


upon 
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Candle be extinguiſhed : For we read, 
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upon G OD, and applying to Him for 


ſuch Diſcoveries from time to time. If 
we are thus employ d, we may then 
hope that our Religion will be laid on 


its Right Baſis. We ſhall begin at the 


Right End of our Work; ſhall enter 
in at the Right Door. 


Now if this be our Caſe, and we 
follow on to know the Lozp, applying 
to him, for farther Diſcoveries of Him- 
ſelf, we may hope that in proceſs of 


time we ſhall experience what follows; 


that is, We ſhall know his goings forth, 


bright as the Morning. If the Day- 


Star is already riſen in our minds, and 


we have ſome Glimmerings of the 
Divins Liehr, and keep in the Right 
Road for further Manifeſtations; then 


GOD will, in his own time, favour us 


with more ; and furniſh us with all 
that Knowledge which is needful for 
us. But all along, do not forget, my 
Brethren, to let your Obedience keep 
pace with your Knowledge, /e/? your 


How 


How 


put 01 
implie 
and 11 
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is un 
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How oft is the Candle of the Wicked 
put out If it is often put out, this 
implies, that it muſt be often lighted: 
and if it is often lighted, then this is 
an Evidence of the Long Suffering of 
GOD towards Mankind; and that he 
is unwilling his Workmanſhip ſhould 
periſh. And I hope, that the Expe- 
rience of many within hearing, bears 
them Record, that they have had the 
Long Suffering of GOD fo far evi- 
denced to them, as that it hath Jed them 
at length to repentance even that re- 
pentance which hath iſſued in an A- 
mendment of Life; and there is no 
other Repentance that is valid. Can 
ſuch a ſhort-liv d Repentance, (if it 
deſerve that title) as a bare crying out, 
4 L oR D, forgive me, after a Perſon 
hath acted inconſiſtent with his Duty, 
be of any advantage, when upon the 
very Firſt enſuing Temptation, he is 
again Repeating his Crime? And thus 
continues Repenting and Tranſgreſſing, 
and Tranſgreſſing and Repenting? 
Judge you whether /uch a Repentance 
| deſerve 


[26] 

_ deſerve the title. Wherefore allow me 
to ſay again, that no Repentance is va- 
lid but what iſſues in Amendment of 
Life: for I will aſſert, that ſuch is the 
Kindneſs of GOD to his Workman- 
ſhip, that whatſoever he diſcovers to 
be His Will and Pleaſure, He puts 
within their Power to reduce to Prac- 
tice; and it is their own fault, if they 
fall in yielding Obedience conformable 
to His Will : for the ſame Power that 
makes known his Will, empowers them 
likewiſe to obey it. Thou art therefore 
inexcuſable, O Man, and a plea of Infut- 
ficiency or Inability will not be of any 
moment to thee, or in the leaft atone 
for thy Neglects, when arraign'd before 
the Divine TRIBUNAL. Let thy 
Obedience then, I ſay again, kee 
pace with thy Knowledge of the Will 
of GOD. 


AND, oh! that I could prevail with 
my young Friends to take thoſe Steps, 
and ſeek Acquaintance with GO in 
their Youth, according to David's Ad- 
389 vice 


1274 
vice to his Son, that 3 may know the 
God of their Fathers; dedicating the 
flower of their age to His Service; and, 
then he would ſhower down the beſt of 
his Bleſſings upon them, even Spiritual 
Benefits. Neither would they want 
ſuch Femporal Bleſſings as GOD ſees. 
beſt, and moſt needful for them: For 
| the eyes of the Log are over the Righ- 
teous, and his ears are open unto their 
Prayers, which aſcend to him as 4 
ſweet ſmelling favour. But who are 
the Righteous ? They muft be ſuch as 
are conformable to the Will of GOD, 
and whoſe Obedience keeps pace with 1 
the Knowledge He communicates to 


them. 


VVV 


Yea. my Friends, my going out 
into a greater length than I ex pected 
when I ſtood up.--—I ſay, this is the 
Definition of a Righteous Man, He 
that doeth Ri igbteouſneſs is righteous, 
even as He (i. e. God) is righteous. He 
that committeth Sin is of the Devil. 
How Plain the Apoſtle writes! how 
intel- 


" EM) 
intelligent his expreſſions are! He bat 
DOES Righteouſneſs, i. e. He that does 
what is right in G O D's Sight, or 
obeys His Requirings, is, in the A- 
poſtle's Senſe, a Righteous Man. But 
he that committeth Sin is doing the 
Devil's Buſineſs, engaged in his Work, 
and conſequently one of his Diſciples 
and Servants: a Servant of his in op- 
poſition to the Will of G O D.-----But 
it may be asked, What is Sin? I an- 


ſwer, in the Apoſtle's Words, that it is 


a Tranſgreſſion of the Law of GOD, 
either in the Omiſſion of Duty, or the 
Commiſſion of Facts that are evil.— 


Where there is no Law, Sin is not im- 


puted ; but as we are put into a capa- 
city of knowing the Will of G OD, 
by Virtue of that Revelation which he 
hath been pleaſed to make of the ſame, 
we become greatly culpable, if we 
neglect the Means for attaining this 
Knowledge, and continue, as I may 
ſay, in a ſtate of Childhood and In- 


fancy, when we might have advanced 


to Manhood, by a due Improvement of 
the 


El 
tl 
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the Talents we have been favour'd with, 
and conſequently this Omiſſion is juſtly 
imputed to us as a fault. Be not Chil- 
dren in Underſtanding, ſaid the Apo- 
ſtle, (land is not the caution as needful 
now as in the Apoſtle's time) Houbeit 
in Malice be you Children: Which im- 
ports as much as if he had ſaid, Let 
« no ſuch thing poſſeſs your Breaſts ; 
% Envy and Malice are evil fruits, and 
« of a pernicious tendency and conſe- 
« quence, inaſmuch as they deſtroy 
© the Peace of that Houſe wherein 
e they are entertained: For where 
Envy and Strife is, there is Confuſion 
and every evil ork. The Mind that 
entertains ſuch Principles as theſe, is 
thereby laid open to the greateſt Miſ- 
chief. Wherefore, permit me my 
Friends, to beſeech you to cloſe in with 
the fore-mentioned Advice, Hobeit, 
in Malice be ye Children, but in Un- 
der ſtanding be Men. Take proper Me- 
thods for your advancing in Divine Wiſ- 
dom, that you may grow in Grace, 
in Saving Knowledge, and Chriſtan 


Fg 
. 
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Experience, from one degree thereof 
to another. 


Ax D now my Friends, that Princi- 
ple which has been frequently recom- 
mended to us, I would particularly 
leave with you ; heartily defiring, that 
we may all be fo wiſe as e 
in improving our Minds the Right 
Way, that fo we may arrive at a true 
Underſtanding of our Duty, and may 
grow in Grace and Saving Knowledge, 
proceeding from one degree of Chri- 

ſtian Experience to another. 


And now I dne with 150 
deſires that Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace, from Gop the Father, 

 #bro Jxsus CurisT our Lord, 


may be multiplied among you. 


E. 


' ERRATA. Page z. | Lins 17. for Merits read Merit. Tag 
7. Line 10. for be be read to be. 
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provement and farther Inſtruction of the 
Congregation in general. Uſeful for all Fa- 
7 milies. The ſecond Edition reviſed by Foſe epb 
1 Briggs, M, A, and Vicar of Kiran in 
1 the County of Dark, Price bound r's, 6d. 
Divine Poems, containing the Hiſtory of 


Jonab, Eſther, Fob, Sampſon ;, together with 
Sion's Sonnets, Elegies, written and augmented 


ll 1 by Francis Quareles. The fifth Edition. Now 
83 | illuſtrated with Sculptures to the ſeveral 
W- | Hiſtories, not in the former Editions. Price 
Fi bound 25. 64. 


Ha A Compehdious View of the 4! ſells of 

oF Nature delineated, being ah Abridgement of 

[np Mr. Wo/laſion*s Treatiſe under that Title!; to 

1 which is added an Appendix concerning the 
Chriſtian Religion. The be frond Edition cor- 
rected. Price 235. bound, 

A ſhort Viet of the Prophaneſs 2 Im- 
mbrality of the Engliſb Stage, &c. with the 
ſeveral Defences of the ſame, in anſwer to Mr. 
Congreve, Dr. ' Drake,” Sc. Sc. by Feremy 
Collier, A. M. Phe Nb N ie 
nea ty bound 36", 
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